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  Disa dokonya pikisa wasepae dupa kanda.

Look at the pictures he carved into the dish.
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Matame baanya disa wasepae andake doko

kandatala, baa etete auu kaeya. Disa dokonya pikisa

wasepae dokome solowatanya atome mende latae

kalyamo.

 

  

When Mata looked at the finished dish, he was very

happy. The pictures he carved into the dish tell a

story about the ocean.
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Mata baa nambis yuu, Trobriand Islands dokonya

tange. Baa wane kolesa katao, itame dopale wasingi

mana doko nyia. Indupa baame tata longo mendapu

wasingi.

 

 

 

Mata lives near the ocean in the Trobriand Islands.

When he was young, he learned how to make things

out of wood. Now he can make a variety of things.
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Dopale mende itame wasoo pituu, baame ita

dokonya pikisa wasingi. Pikisa wasepae dupame

atome mendapu latae katenge.

 

 

When he makes something, he carves pictures into

the wood. These pictures tell stories.
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Katasetala, selepisa dupanya yanu kyeto dupa

kepao nyepala, yanu kepapae dupa gulu lao disa

andake dokonya katasia.

 Then he cut up some seashells and glued the pieces

onto the large bowl.
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Dopa petala, baame itame wasepae disa andake

dokonya kala pumbuti doko katasia.

 After that, he painted parts of the wood black.
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Gii mendepa, Matame disa andake mende wasotoo

lea. Dopa latala, Mata baa kakasa pupala, ita epe

mende pokao nyia.

  

 

One time, Mata wanted to make a large dish. So he

went into the forest and cut down a good tree.
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   Nyepala, Matame baanya wua dokome ita doko

tumbia.

Then he hollowed out the tree with his axe.
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Dopa petala, pisa stingray lenge dokonya etenge

dokome ita doko kunao wasia.

  Next, he used a stingray tail to smooth out the

wood.


